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by land and sea, naturally attracted Indian traders, merchants,
missionaries and more ardent military spirits from a very early
period. There is no doubt that by the first century A.D., and
probably long before that, there were already large Hindu
settlements both along the coastal region as well as in the interior
of Burma. Unfortunately the beginnings of Indian colonisation in
Burma, as in the rest of Indo-China, are shrouded in darkness and
are merely echoed in local legends. These legendary accounts of
early Indian immigrants into Burma, are many and varied in
character, and have been recorded in local chronicles of which we
possess quite a large number. The most widely accepted legends
about Indian settlements in Burma may be summed up as follows;
"Abhiraja, a prince of the Sakya clan of TCapilavastu, marched with an army
to Upper Burma, founded the city of Sankissa (Tagauug) on the Upper Irawadi,
and set himself up as the king of the surrounding region. After his death the
kingdom was divided in two parts. The elder son ruled over Arakan and the
younger over Tagaung. Thirty-one generations of kmgs ruled over Tagaung when
the kingdom was overthrown by tribes coming from the east. About this time,
when Gautama was still alive, a second band of Kshatriyas from the Gangetic
valley in India arrived in Upper Burma under Daza (Dasa or Dasa) Baja. He
occupied the old capital and married the widow of its last king. After sixteen
generations of kings of the second dynasty had ruled, the kingdom of Tagaung
was overrun by foreign invaders, who dethroned the king.
"The elder son of this king had a miraculous escape and founded a new
* kingdom with his capital near modern Prome. His son Duttabaung founded the
great city of Thare Khettara (Srikshetra) near by and made it his capital.
Eighteen kings ruled after him till 84 A.D., when a civil war broke out. Of the
three constituent tribes Pyu, Kanran and Mramma, the first two fought for
supremacy for eleven years. The Pyu having gained the contest by an artifice*
the Kanran went off to Arakan. The Pyu themselves were shortly after defeated
by the Mons or Talaings of the south, and after wandering in various regions
founded the city of Pagan and settled there. After this the chronicles do not
mention the separate tribes and the name Mramma, from which is derived the
modern name Burma, appears as the national designation for all the peoples."
The Mons or Takings in the coastal districts of Lower Burma
have their own traditions regarding the early history of their
country. According to traditions current among the people of Pegu,
Indian colonists from the lower courses of the rivers Krishna and
Godavari had at a remote time crossed the sea and formed settle-
ments in the delta of the Irawadi and on the adjoining coast. We
are told that Buddha himself, who came to this .country, was
stoned and driven away. The first settlement from India among
these savage tribes is said to liave been made by the two sons of
king Tissa, who reigned in the country of Karanaka and the city
of Thubinna. These princes lived as hermits and brought up a
child bom of a dragon on the sea-shore. This child, when grown
up, built the city of Thaton and reigned as Sih&raja